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Ez AA vII. 6. former Part. 


And, WW hoſeever will nof Do the Law of 


thy God, and the Law of the King, 


let 2 be executed ſpeedily * 
on him, — 


© authoritative Charge, which the King 
of Perfia gave to Ezra, when he put 
1 in Commiſſion over the Jews. 


FuE Royal Injuniftion; v we ſee, is „ that the 
«Laws of Go D or Rr fe Gn, as well as 
«thoſe of the State, ſhould be the Objects of 
« this ſubordinate Magiftrate's Care; and that 
© He ſhould give force to all theſe Laws, by in- 
« flicting certaim Penalties, in the latter Part of 
the Verſe expreſſly fpecified to him, without 
«Delay and without Exception, upon every 
(© Offender of them under his Juriſdiction. T 


A Now 


\HE Words are Part of that ſolemn and 
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No w what King Artaxerxes thus charg d on 

his Subſtitute, will not, ſurely, be; denied to be 
the important Buſineſs of the Chri/tian Magiſ. 
trate. It has, indeed, been much and warmly 
diſputed, whether the Magiſtrate has any 
„Thing to do with the Religious Tenets and C. 

© pinions of the Subject? But, I think, it has 
been generally admitted as an inconteſtible Point, 
ce that their Manners, or external Bebaviour, that 
« their impious and immoral Actions, are, pro- 
cc « perly, within his Cognizance and Concern.” 


IT is plain in itſelf, (and, perhaps, univer- 
fally aſſented to) © that the Welfare of Socieh, 
<« and, as neceſſarily conducive to that, the Good. 
& Order and Harmony of it, are principal Ends if 
« Government.” But, now, Experience has ever 
evinced, and will ever evince, that theſe Ends 
are not attainable, unleſs the Magiſtrate not on- 
ly is inveſted with, but actually exerts, the Pow- 
er of reſtraining the Iniquities and Diſorders of 
the People. Indeed, Government, in the pro- 
per and adequate Idea of it, will be found to 

imply ſuch a Power, as eſſentially connected 
with it: and it is not eaſy to ſee, how the mere 
| abſtrafted Power, without the due Exertion of it 


will be ſignificant to any uſeful Purpoſe, or can 


* T 


be productive of any real Benefit to the Com 
munity. | 


IT was, doubtleſ s, in the Influence of this 
Way of. thinking, that the Legiſlature of this 
Kingdom, at firſt, enacted thoſe coercive Laws, 


O- WM which have an apparent Tendency to the Con- 
has WI ſervation of civil Order and ſocial Tranquility, 
int, by promoting the ſocial Obſervance, and puniſh- 


ing the Violation, of certain moral and religious 
Duties. And, doubtleſs alſo, from the ſame ſa- 
Jutary Views it was, that the Sovereign Autho- 
rity has ſo wiſely provided for the actual Influ- 
ence and Effect of theſe Laws, by entruſting 


ety, the Execution of them to the ſubordinate Ma- 
ad. ciftrate. For, hence it may come to paſs, that 


this Provifion of Laws, in themſelves tending to 


nds Wil great Good-Service to the whole of the Com- 
on- WF munity and to every Part of it; there being, cer- 
W- tainly, no Part or Diſtrict of the Kingdom un- 


provided with Gentlemen in Commiſſion, authori- 
tatively to aſſert it's Peace, and judicially to 


l maintain the good Order of it. 

te | y 
here To the ſubordinate Magiſtrate, then, we are 
fit, naturally led to turn our Eyes, wiſtfully to look 


or ſome Check to that prevailing Spirit of Li- 
142 centiouſneſs, 


the Public-Weal, may, in very Fact, be of 
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centiouſneſs, which: now 00rket 


goulingſi, which, all aggrative Complainings a. 
part, are enough to make us afraid. And, to 
every ſych Magiſtrate we would make the Words 
of our Text the Words of our Addreſs, — why. 
| foever will not do the Law of thy Gop, and tle 
Law of the King, let the Judgment, appointed 
* him, be executed ſpeedily upon him, 


N ow the Laws at this Time ſubſiſting i in 
this Nation againſt Immorality and Profane- 
neſs, which are, in ſome Senſe, conjointly, r 
Laws of Gov and the King, may. be enforced 
upon theſe following Grounds or Motives — ei- 
ther, principally, to promote the Honour of Al- 
mighty God; —or, fecondarily, to ſerve the In- 
tereſts of the Community; — or, in a more re- 
ſtrained View, from a Principle of Beneyolence 
towards the Offenders againſt them; and alfo 
from a well-natured Regard to thoſe who are 
innocent ; — or, laſtly, for the Magiſtrate's own 
perſonal Honour and Intereſt. — Theſe are, 
queſtionleſs, to a ſerious Mind moſt engaging 
Arguments, powerful, each of them, when /. 
perateiy conſidered, and, to be ſure, much more 
ſo, when conſidered in Cuniunctiun. But, I am 

ſufficiently 


[8 N | 
FORD Children 
of Diſobedience ; and, with humble Addreſs, to 
beſeech him to oppoſe thoſe Overflowings of Uu. 


MF 


ſufficiently aware the important Buſineſs, .which 


to Ml gives riſe to this Solemnity, cannot allow me 
Un- Wl Time to treat any one of theſe Arguments, much 
.es every one of them, in it's full and proper 
to Ertent. I ſhall only, therefore intreat your Pa- 
ds Bi tience, while I: fay ſome few Things, though 
u- with Freedom, yet with all due Deference, 
the chiefly on the two former of theſe Motives, — 
ted Let us * then with n that 

A ſerious Regard to the Honour of Aimigh- 
in e Go'D, which ſhould: ever be upper 
me- « moſt in the Thoughts of rational Beings, 
te WI «will engage the Good Magiſtrate to exert 
ced «his conſtant and hearty Endeavours for 
Cl te the Suppreſſion of ieee and In- 
Al- = e . 
In- 
re Tra hend ani Profanencf are TRY 


ly derogatory to the Honour of God, need not, 
| think, be proved in a formal Manner. ' For, 
certainly, nothing can be plainer, than that eve- 
ry Act of Vice, as it's an Act of Diſobedience 
to the Divine Authority, is, therefore, an Indig- 
nity offered to G o D. But ſome Vices having 
Go D more immediately for their Object, are, 
in a peculiar and empbatical Senſe, as far as any 
Actions of Men can be, Diminutions of His 


Glory. 
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Glory: Thus, the ſhocking gin of Blaſpheny 
as: it is a Speaking againſt TRE MosT Hicy 
is an outrageous: Inſtance ' of: Rebellion againſt 
Him: and, the pernicious Sin of Perjury, by 
appealing to the God of Truth for the Conf. 
mation of a Faſſebood, and that, in Courts of Jy. 
dicature more eſpecially, a miſchievous Fal ſehood 
A this horrid Sin, conſequently, is an Affront tu 
the Majeſty of God, — is a Kind of a Defiance 
of His Power and Vengeance. And thus, like. 
wiſe, the Vice of Common-Swearing impudenth 
vilifies the Divine Appellations, by making the 
moſt Sacred, the moſt tremendous of Name 
familiar and cheap, the Words of Infignificancy 
or idle Sport. Nor, is the Vice of Common-Car- 
ng leſs provoking and deteſtable; as it wanton: 
ly calls in the Concurrence of Almighty Power 
to a vain, or a paſſionate, or a revengeful Wiſh, 
And, to mention but one other Vice of this e. 
normous Kind, the avowed Profanation of th 
Lord's Day, which is now, I am afraid, be 
come a Vice of Faſhion. —This, certainly, tend 
to depreciate the Divine Being, as it denies Hin 
that Reverence and Public-Adoration, which ar 
nay due to bis infinite Perfections 


iderat 
of his 
00% 


1 N DE E D, the two former of its View 


Bla ny and as they ate under the 
Vindic- 


14 11 A 


85 very, concern the Magiſtrate I am now ſpeak- 
ing ing of, no farther, than to deliver up the Cri- 
h nin to the Judge s vindictive Sentence. But 
* the three latter Vices, beſides many others, are 
u- under the more immediate Cognizance of the. 
od. ice of Peace: Who, we would not queſtion, 
t : effeems it, what it really zs, his Duty to GOD, 
ang | oppoſe them with all his Prudence and Might. 
ite. Hence, it will, ver be his firſt and his principal 
-nth Care, to abaſh and confound them by his own 
the Example; and then to be a Diſcouragement and 
mes a Terror to them, by a due Infliction of the Pe- 
nalties of the Laws. A proper Puniſhment. he 


rery well knows, is in bis Hands, for the Com- 
mon-Swearer and for the Sabbath-Breaker, for 
the Riarous Man and for the Drunkard : Why, 


45 they deſerye ? —— and, where the Caſe re- 


4 * quires it, vit their Offences with the Rod, and 
* beir Sin with Scourges? It is but natural for a 
en (lriſtian Magiſtrate to conſider, not only from 
Um lum he ultimately has his Power, but alſo for 
\ arc pat Ends and Purpoſes he immediately has it: 


and, warm with the Impreſſions of theſe Con- 
lderations, to ſtand up with Spirit in the Cauſe 
of his Maker, and chaſtize the Inſolence of be 


ices, 
0 ws Man that profaneth Him daily. Viewing 
dic himſelf 


vindiction of the Juſtice of Aire and Gaol-De- 


then, ſhould he not puniſh them, each of them, 
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himſelf in the glorious Character of TM M. 


for 
WIS TER o Gos, ordained-by God and i, of 
God, will not his own conſcious Heart reproacy Ml in 
him, if, touching the Intereſts of his Divine 
| Maſter, he careth: for none of thoſe Things? or it 
negligent of the facred Truft repoſed him, he 
ſüuffers thoſe wholeſome Laws, of which he |; 
| the appointed Guardian, to he as Things of mug 
-— cither indolently or timorouſly paſſing over 
the daring- Offender, un-puniſhed, and un-no- ? 
ticed} — Nay — one may naturally ſuppoſe, lf and 
that the Prineiple of Gratitude alone, was bu deſt 
that to have it's full Weight in this Caſe, would WY a /» 
forcibly move the worthy Magiſtrate faithfully lf vert 
to-exert himſelf in the Cauſe of that God, whoſe dict 
| Good-Providence hath / highly exalted bim. For, WM ritic: 
finee God has given Him à Name above ever; ¶ doul 
human Name (for has He not expreſſly ſaid, 7: all c 
are Gods? Pf. 82. 6. John 10. 34.) it is, cer- Wſpron 
tainly, but a grateful Return on the Magiſtrates I And, 
Part; t oonſult and guard His Honour who chat 
| has diſtinguiſhed and honoured him. ole 
| ee preſe 
c 95 that, in few Words, the Fountain, the ¶ ſome 
Ends, and the-Dignity of Magiſtracy, are, al {Whave, 
of them, cogent Arguments, and will, we tru, NRepre 
be prevailing Arguments, to engage you to gin ſon the 
Vigour to thoſe Laws, which are deſigned to e- or th 


force 


s SAC. 4 
Wr ae 


ſorce the Reverence of Him, who is the God 


„5 of us All. Bu T I muſt proceed to obſerve 
in the next * that | 


1 cc The true n of his Country is another 
ho «moſt powerful Motive, to engage the 


« Good Magiſtrate -to execute the Laws a- 
« gainſt- Immorality and Profaneneſs.” 


N THAT Publick Vices, if ſuffered to prevail 
oſs and abound in a Nation, will, in the End, be 
* deſtructive of ſuch Nation's Happineſs, however 
u %% Genius may be ready to diſpute it, is ne- 
diy vertheleſs a Truth, which R:ght-Reaſon has ever 


dictated and perpetual Experience abundantly ve- 


Fo, Wrified. From this evident Principle have un- 
wer doubtedly ariſen thoſe Syftems of Laws, which 
„Vall civilized Nations have purpoſely enacted to 
cer- promote the national Veneration of the Deity. 
ates And, from this Principle, queſtionleſs it was, 


that the Writers: of ſuch. Nations; particularly 
ole of Greece and Rome, have concurred in re- 
preſenting the Vicious and the Profane, as 


tie Nome of the worſt Enemies their Country could 
„ 1 {Wſitave, To be convinced of the Truth of theſe 
tru, ¶ Repreſentations, you need only caſt an Eye up- 
> give en the reſpective Hiſtories of both thoſe States: 
o en. or there you will ſoon perceive, how the De- 
force B clenſion, 
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clenſion and Fall of each of them, was owing 
more effectually to their own inteſtine Vice, 


than to the Policy or Swords of their Enemies 
Nor was there ever, perhaps, Deſolation and 5 
Ruin to any Kingdom or State in the known 1 
World, but what has been accounted for, or p 
might be accounted for, by the manifold Enor- "Y 
mities of thoſe that dwelt therein. —— But, de. IA, 
clining all further References to Hiſtory, (for 5 
muſt not forget the Time I have preſcribed my. 26x 
ſelf is ſhort) let me recommend it to your eſp- i. u 
cial Obſervation, that even Perſons of litilè or » * 
Religion themſelves, have both implicitiy and d. Wl 
reffly declared the unhappy Influence of the R ll , ” 
neral Want of it upon human Society. For (ful, 
is the irreſiſtible Evidence of the Truth we 2 _ a5 
aſſerting!) Macbiavel, I find, has own'd, in ſ be th 
many Words, that . anben there is @ general Du. ¶ accor 
e pravation, and Corruption, f the Manners ꝗ ¶ lures 
tc any People, that Government cannot ſtand lug. Degr: 


And, atheiſtical Men, we know, have imphit- 
ly confeſſed the very ſame Thing, by that noto- 
rious Aſſertion of theirs, © that Religion is u. 
te thing elſe but a mere Trick of State; the ſubth 
Invention of Politicians and Priefts, to keep nd, ; 

* People in Subjettion and Awe,” 


Bo? ward < 


< Bu x you will pleaſe to conſider further, that, 
nes, in the very Nature of human Affairs, national 
and Bi yices and national Confuſion are inſeparably con- 
n nected, as Cauſe and Effect: fo that, as neceſſa- 
e ry will Diſorder and Diſſolution be the Conſe- 
ons quences of Corruption in the civil Conſtitution, 
ce. as Diſeaſes and Death will follow-the Preva- 


lence of Morbific- matter in the human. The na- 


m. aral Health of a Community evidently conſiſts 
lp. in the Harmony of all its Parts : but, now, this 
"1" BY Harmony, as it can only ariſe from, ſo it can 
4 only be maintained by, every Member's Dif- 
charging the Duties of his ſeveral Relations. So 


that, as Vice is either a Neglect of theſe Duties, 


or an Oppo/ition to them, it muſt, conſequently, 
node the Deſtruction of this ſocial Harmony ; and, 
De according to it's Degrees of Prevalency, or Mea- 
a ſures of Extent, be the Parent of proportionate 
3 Degrees of Diſorder. 

hat: 

100-8 Bu r above all, let our own Ideas of the Di- 
100 ine Juſtice convince us, that the Vices of a Na- 


tion, muſt, of Neceſſity, bring on it's Miſery, 
and, if continued in, it's final Ruin. For we 


ward or puniſh, reſpectively, the Merits and De- 
B 2 merits 
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1% know, that this eſſential Attribute of he 
Great Governor of the World, engages him to re- 
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[16] 
merits of all Mankind. It's true, indeed, as the Ml ch 
Exiſtence of Individuals will aſſuredly be carried th 


on into a State beyond the preſent, the other 3 
Attributes of God (his Attributes, T mean, of the 
infinite Wiſdom and all-gracious Goodneſs) may, of 
in perfect Harmony with this of Juſtice, with- * 
hold from any Individual the full Diſpenfation WM Cc 
of Rewards or Puniſhments, till ſuch individual 
ſhall enter upon That future nalterable State, 
But ſince all Bodies of Men, as ſuch, will cer. no 
tainly be diſſolved with the preſent Conſtitution (w 
of Things, they muſt, therefore, receive accord- 40 
ing to their Deſerts, in this preſent World, . pre 
fore they go hence and are no more ſeen. And, Ml anc 
that collective Bodies of Men, conſidered in ther t 
collective Idea, are the proper Objects of ſocial if <q 
Rewards and ſocial Puniſhments, may, I think, this 
be ſatisfactorily argued from hence ;—that finc: WM ly 
the Great Creator and Judge of Mankind hu BW vi 
given them Laws, to govern themſelves by, in WM fe 
their ſocial Capacity, His Juſtice will, in all pro- lic- 
bability, call them to an Account in that ven f 
Capacity, to reward their Obſervance and to pu- s:; 
niſh their Violation of thoſe ſocial Laws. eſte 
. 5 | of J 
S1NCE then (to haſten towards a Conclu-ﬀ wit! 
fion) Vice, like a two-edged Sword, thus every trufl 
Way wounds the Body-Politic ; tending both "i alas 


the 


the I mne Natures and Reaſons of Things, and alſo in 
ried the judicial Providence of Almighty God, to the 


dividing-aſunder of it's Joints and Marrow; tis, 
therefore, the Duty, and will be the Concern, 
of every compaſſionate Ruler, to oppoſe the 
Sword of his Authority againſt it, to defend his 
Country from it's fatal Efficiency. 


TAE affectionate Father of his People, who 
now holds the Sceptre of theſe Kingdoms, has 
(we ought to acknowledge it, always, and in 
all Places, with all Thankfulneſs) repeatedly ex- 
| prefled His earneſt Deſire, in the moſt public 
and ſolemn Manner, that All Should be done 


that Can be done, to check the outrageous Ini- 


ocial WF * quities of theſe Times.” In Concurrence with 
unk, this rue Patriotiſm of our King, it will certain- 


ly be worth the while for all that are in Autho- 
rity under him, to try, to the uttermoſt, the Ef- 
fectuality of thoſe penal Laws, which the Pub- 
lic-Wiſdom has enacted, for the Diſcouragement 
of Vice and for the Maintenance of God's true Re- 
ion and Virtue. Theſe Laws may be juſtly 
eſteemed the wholeſome Strength of the right Hand 
of Power: But, if the Ruler on the left Hand, 
with whom the Adminiſtration of them is en- 
truſted, exerts nd their Strength and Cogency, 
alas! What are they, then, to be accounted of ? 
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[28 ] 

In this Caſe, theſe Laws are of no more Value 
or Significancy, than that Salt which has oft it. 
favour, and, with it, it's ſeaſoning and preſerva. 
tive Quality. ; The wor thy Magiſtrate, then, will 
at all Times be ready to recollect, that the Ob- 
ligations of his Cou N TRV and of his Goy 
are upon him; actually to apply the Sanctions 
of theſe Laws, with Spirit and with Prudence, 
as the Occaſion ſhall require; with Spirit and 
a becoming Zeal, from an hearty Regard to the 
Honour of his God, and the Welfare of his 
Country; and, with Prudence and Diſcretion, 
where a diſcretionary Power is lodged in His 
Hands, on the Account of the Delinquents 
themſelves ; to diſtinguiſh between the Offender 
that is caſually overtaken in a Fault, and him 
that offenderh fon and of malicious Wicked- 


bt 


Dir rFrICUILITIESò, after all, great and ma- 
ny, it is but too probable, may meet the moſt 
prudent Diſpenſer of Juſtice to impede his good 
Intentions of correcting and reforming our na- 
tional Vices. But D#fficulties are not Impoſſhil- 
ties. They ſerve rather, in all Caſes of Duty, 
to double the Circumſpection, and invigorate the 
Application of the conſcientiolts Man. The ve- 


ry Attempt itſelf of Saving One's Country” 7 
eradi- 


1 


eradicating the Poiſon of Vice out of it's Boneh 
or by turning the evil Members of it 10 Righ- 
teouſneſs, is valuable ! is glorious ! and even the 
Want of the wiſh'd-for Succeſs in it, cannot 
take off from, much leſs deſtroy, the Merit of it. 
Serious ME N will applaud it; Gop will ap- 
prove it! Nor is the Benefit inconſiderable, 
which the Society actually reapeth from it. For, 
it's much to be feared, that, were there not ſuch 


the abundant Depravity of human Nature would 

ſoon give us the painful Experience, that, diſſo- 

Jute as the Manners of Men at preſent are, they 

are but too capable of being much more ſo; 

and, that the Contagion of ill Example, unre- 

rained, would quickly overſſ E and corrupt 
the whole Land. 


IN DEE D every ſerious Obſerver of the force 
of vicious Habits, and the Stubborneſs of vicious 


- Paſſions, cannot but be too well aware, that Ex- 
J pectations of a ſudden and compleat Reformation 


of Manners, in a corrupted People, muſt be vi- 
fionary and chimerical. For, too probably, 
Common-Swearers for Inſtance, a daring Multi- 


tude! tho awed by the Sw OA ii the Magiſtrate 8 
Hand from venting their Oaths and Execrations 


Awe 


an inſtant Avenger of flagrant Licentiouſneſs, 


in the Streets, (and would to God, even this 
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Awe. was upon them!) may yet, in their pri. 
vate Converſation, inſult the My#\High, by wan. 
tonly taking His Name in vain. And thus alſo 
it's equally probable, that other profane Perſons, 
tho' reſtrained by the Eye of Authority from o. 
penly trading or gaming on the Lord's Day (and 
would to God even this Reſtraint were more 
prevalent than it 1s!) may yet carry on their 
Gaming or their Worldly-Bufineſs under the Co- 
ver of Privacy ; and, if they do not habitually 
abſent themſelves from every Houſe of God in the 
Land, may, formally, attend the Sanctuary, but 
not the Devotions of it. Still the incorrigibleneſs 
of ſuch hardened Impiety cannot cancel the Ma- 
giſtrate's Duty, and will not ſtifle his good Incl. 
nations, to do all he can” for the Honour of 
his God and the Welfare of the Society. He 
will, notwithſtanding the Obduracy of invete- | 
rate Tranſgreſſors, be ftedfaſt and unmoveable in 
the Work of the Lord : He will not, if he can 
help it, ſuffer one tittie of the Laws to fail; but 
will try every likely Method of Reformation, 
his good Heart can poſſibly ſuggeſt to him; be- 
ing ſpirited with this conſcious Reflection, that 
theſe his Labours, of Piety and true Patriotiſm, 
will not to hunſelf, at leaſt, be in vain in the 
Lord. 


BOT, 


7 


Bu r, * the faithful Magiſtrate is 2 
n a Taſk thus difficult and laborious, the Aſ- 
ſtance of every one, with whom the Glory of 
od and the Public-Weal are Pr inciples of Ac- | 
ion, will undoubtedly be welcome to him. The 
ber may be aſſiſtant to him, by the Per- 
uaſivenels of their Lives as well as of their Ser- 
Ins; and, indeed, can only hope ſucceſsfully 
o be ſo by both in Conjunction. The G x N- 
LEM AN may be an Auxiliary many Ways: 

— but the Beſt and maſt, Effectual will aſſured- 
y be found to be, the Influence of a. graceful 
and tteady Example And, e even even com- 
n Perſon, both by a religious. Regard, to his 
wn Conduct, or, in Terms, by acting 
he Part of an honeft and good Man himſelf, and 
y kind and friendly Reproof of his offending = 
eighbour, may help to caſe the Magiſtrate's - 
zurthen, by very much 1 the Number of 

Velinquents. 1 


May we all, therefore, as Joint-Partakers 
the Public-Weal, and as Partakers alſo of 
hoſe manifold particular Graces and Bleflings 
! God, which claim our beſt Returns of Af- 
ection and Honour to Him, who is the kind 
ather and Friend * us All; — may we All, I 
C | n 
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 fay, whatever Station of Life we are in 
and Lom, Rich and Poor, one with ant 
*« what we can” in our reſpective Stat 
| | ſerve our God and- our Country, by 1 
plarineſs of our own Lives in the firſt 5 
and then by our honeſt well-meaning Ful 
vours, to engage all others, with whom we ks 
to do, . 
and righteous # in all their Mors 
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Now to the King, eteriial, immort 
the only wiſe God, Fither Son and H 
= ' _ |, Ghoſh, be Honour and Glory, for eur 
our | MTS 90 5b 
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